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  Homer, Odyssey, 8th century 

 
What is English Language Arts? 
English language arts will help your student to thrive in the areas of reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. All lessons are structured so that students are reading books, talking about books, 
and writing to connect everything together. I will be using the Wit & Wisdom curriculum, which 
follows Common Core standards. The overarching focus of each module (or unit) we go through 
is to build on literacy skills while students develop knowledge about the real world. 
 
Course Objectives 
Seventh grade curriculum will focus on 4 core modules, which will cover an array of topics 
including resilience in the Great Depression, Greek epics, the development and decline of 
Jamestown, and awe-inspiring lives of Malala Yousafzai and Ernest Shackleton. Students will 
move through this material by completing class readings (novels, articles from research, poems, 
etc.), in-class tasks, home and in-class projects, and homework. Students in this class will leave 
at the end of the year with a solid understanding of the concepts and skills needed to be 
successful in future ELA classes. The students are required to keep an organized binder, 
planner/agenda, and homework journal. 
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Module 1 (Fall) 
 

Resilience in the 
Great Depression 

Module 2 (Late fall- 
winter) 
 

 A Hero’s Journey  

Module 3 (Late winter- 
early spring) 
 

Narrating the Unknown 

Module 4 (mid-late spring) 
 

 
Courage in Crisis  

Focus: By 
analyzing novels set 
during the Great 
Depression, 
students pursue the 
question: How can 
enduring 
tremendous 
hardship contribute 
to personal 
transformation?  
 
Students also 
develop their 
informative writing 
skills.  

Focus: Stories of 
transformation are 
timeless and speak to 
the shared human 
experience of facing 
and responding to 
challenges. Students 
read enduring epics 
to analyze heroes’ 
journeys of 
transformation. 
 
Students also bolster 
their narrative 
writing skills.  

Focus: How do we 
understand the past? 
Through the lenses of 
historical fiction, forensic 
anthropology, and visual 
analysis, students 
examine how the social 
and environmental 
factors in the unknown 
world of Jamestown 
shaped its development 
and decline. 
 
Students also develop 
their argumentative 
writing skills.  

Focus: Students analyze 
how challenges of a hostile 
environment can inspire 
heroism through two 
primary examples: Ernest 
Shackleton’s travels in 
Antarctica and Malala 
Yousafzai’s experiences in 
Taliban-controlled Pakistan.  
 
 
 
Students also develop their 
research and informative 
writing skills.  
 
 

Texts:  
1) Bud, Not Buddy, 
Christopher Paul 
Curtis 
 
2) Out of the Dust, 
Karen Hesse 

Texts:  
1) The Odyssey, 
Gillian Cross 
 
2) Ramayana: Divine 
Loophole, Sanjay 
Patel 

Texts:  
1) Blood on the River: 
James Town 1607, Elisa 
Carbone 
 
2) Written in Bone: 
Buried Lives of 
Jamestown and Colonial 
Maryland, Sally Walker 

Texts:  
1) Shipwreck at the Bottom 
of the World: The 
Extraordinary True Story of 
Shackleton and the 
Endurance, Jennifer 
Armstrong 
 
2) I Am Malala: How One 
Girl Stood Up for Education 
and Changed the World, 
Malala Yousafzai 
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Contacting the teacher 
The best way to contact me is through SJS email – mkenney@stjeromeschool.org. I will check 
and reply to emails Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 4:30pm.  
 
Socratic Seminars 
Our class will have the opportunity to engage in Socratic seminars, perhaps the richest aspect of 
a Classical education. Socratic seminars are named for their embodiment of Socrates’s belief in 
the power of asking questions, prize inquiry over information and discussion over debate. 
Socratic seminars acknowledge the highly social nature of learning and challenge students to 
think critically and articulate their positions cogently. Diverse perspectives enrich our 
discussions; all viewpoints will be respected and critically examined. Discussions will often 
challenge students to make connections to their everyday lives.  
 
ELA Materials  
Students will bring the following materials to class: 

● highlighters  
● copy of our current class novel (SJS provides these) 
● sticky notes  
● student agenda/ planner 
● pens and pencils  
● notebook  

  
School-Wide Rules: 
Please refer to the SJS student-parent handbook for an outline of school rules and procedures. 
Please be especially aware of the rules outlined below:  
 

1. Classroom Environment 
I teach so that students may thrive personally and academically. With this in mind, please know 
that respect and academic integrity are paramount to the success of our class. We will celebrate 
positive student work ethic, behavior, and improvement. Please also know that I have a zero 
tolerance policy for cheating, bullying, and harassment. If such an instance were to arise, it will 
be reprimanded swiftly and firmly so that the student(s) can learn from his/her/their choices and 
integrate back into our class in a positive manner.  

 
2. Guest Teacher Expectations: 

If I am ever absent, it is expected that ALL students follow the classroom/school rules and 
expectations. If a student’s name is left from the guest teacher as being disrespectful, disruptive, 

mailto:mkenney@stjerome.org
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etc, appropriate infractions will be awarded. Please note, guest teachers do not always document 
classroom occurrences. If another teacher names a student for negative/positive behavior, they 
will have appropriate consequences/rewards. 
 

3. Returning from an Absence 
If students are absent, they must make sure they check the designated “Absent” station to obtain 
the work that was missed on the day of their return. Students have the amount of time they were 
absent to submit their work. For example, if students were absent one day, they receive the 
assignment and then have 24 hours to complete and submit it.  **Students need to make sure they 
write “Absent” on the work turned in so that they are not inadvertently penalized for a late 
submission. 
 

4. Tests and Quizzes  
If a student is absent for a test/quiz they may be given an alternate version of the test/quiz in 
order to keep academic integrity of the assessment. 
 

 
5. Use of School Property  

Students are responsible for school property while it is in their possession. If something is 
damaged when a student receives the school property, he/she must report it immediately. Any 
school property that is damaged, the student/parents are responsible for repair/reparations. 
 
Grading Policy Assessments  

❖ Assessments (i.e. tests, quizzes, projects, essays) = 65% 
❖ Classwork & Participation = 10% 
❖ Homework = 25% 

 
 
Grading Scale 
A: 100-90  B: 80-89  C: 70 – 79  D: 60 – 69  F: 0-59 
 
Assignments should be turned in at the start of each class with the exception of student 
workbooks, which will be collected throughout each module/marking period and at the end of 
each unit. Due dates will be communicated in class. 
 
Late work will be accepted up to 3 days late with a 10% per day penalty (for example, if a 
student is one day late, the highest possible grade he or she can receive is a 90%, if they are 3 
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days late, then the highest grade would be a 70%). After the 3rd day, students will receive a 
score of “zero” on the assignment.  
 

 


