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           Celestial Images, Hermia And Lysander From A Midsummer Night's Dream, 2015. 

 
Course Description 
This course helps students thrive in the areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. All 
lessons are structured so that students are reading books, talking about books, and writing to 
connect everything together. I will be using the Wit & Wisdom curriculum, which follows 
Common Core standards. The overarching focus of each module (or unit) we go through is to 
build on literacy skills while students develop knowledge about the real world. 
 
Course Objectives 
Eighth grade curriculum will focus on 4 core modules, which will cover an array of topics 
including the poetics and powers of storytelling, several different portrayals of World War I, a 
close reading of one of William Shakespeare’s classic love stories, and the Civil Rights 
Movement. Students will move through this material by completing class readings (novels, 
articles from research, poems, etc.), in-class tasks, home and in-class projects, and homework. 
Students in this class will leave at the end of the year with a solid understanding of the concepts 
and skills needed to be successful in future ELA classes. The students are required to keep an 
organized binder, planner/agenda, and homework journal. 
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Module 1 (Fall) 
 
 
The Poetics and 
Power of Storytelling 

Module 2 (Late 
fall- winter) 
 
The Great War 
  

Module 3 (Late winter- 
early spring) 
 
What is Love? 
  

Module 4 (mid-late spring) 
 
 
Teens as Change Agents 
 

Focus: Students will 
study how we build 
community, 
understand ourselves, 
and explain the world 
around us using 
stories and poems. 

Focus: Students 
will study how 
writers and artists 
tell the story of 
World War I. 

Focus: Students examine 
a question that has vexed 
humans—and the 
world’s most renowned 
literary authors—for 
generations: What is 
love? 

Focus: Students examine the 
story of Claudette Colvin’s 
role in the Civil Rights 
Movement, deepening their 
knowledge of American 
history and their 
understanding of how people, 
including teens, challenge 
injustice and create change. 

 
Text: The Crossover, 
Kwame Alexander 

 Text: All Quiet 
on the Western 
Front, Erich 
Maria Remarque 
(translator A.W. 
Wheen) 

Text: A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, William 
Shakespeare 

Text: 
Claudette Colvin: Twice 
Toward Justice, Phillip Hoose 

 
  
Contacting the teacher 
The best way to contact me is through SJS email – mkenney@stjeromeschool.org. I will check 
and reply to emails Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 4:30pm.  
 
Socratic Seminars 
Our class will have the opportunity to engage in Socratic seminars, perhaps the richest aspect of 
a Classical education. Socratic seminars are named for their embodiment of Socrates’s belief in 
the power of asking questions, prize inquiry over information and discussion over debate. 
Socratic seminars acknowledge the highly social nature of learning and challenge students to 
think critically and articulate their positions cogently. Diverse perspectives enrich our 
discussions; all viewpoints will be respected and critically examined. Discussions will often 
challenge students to make connections to their everyday lives.  

mailto:mkenney@stjerome.org
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ELA Materials  
Students will bring the following materials to class: 

● highlighters  
● copy of our current class novel (SJS provides these) 
● sticky notes  
● student agenda/ planner 
● pens and pencils  
● notebook  

  
School-Wide Rules: 
Please refer to the SJS student-parent handbook for an outline of school rules and procedures. 
Please be especially aware of the rules outlined below:  
 

1. Classroom Environment 
I teach so that students may thrive personally and academically. With this in mind, please know 
that respect and academic integrity are paramount to the success of our class. We will celebrate 
positive student work ethic, behavior, and improvement. Please also know that I have a zero 
tolerance policy for cheating, bullying, and harassment. If such an instance were to arise, it will 
be reprimanded swiftly and firmly so that the student(s) can learn from his/her/their choices and 
integrate back into our class in a positive manner.  

 
2. Guest Teacher Expectations: 

If I am ever absent, it is expected that ALL students follow the classroom/school rules and 
expectations. If a student’s name is left from the guest teacher as being disrespectful, disruptive, 
etc, appropriate infractions will be awarded. Please note, guest teachers do not always document 
classroom occurrences. If another teacher names a student for negative/positive behavior, they 
will have appropriate consequences/rewards. 
 

3. Returning from an Absence 
If students are absent, they must make sure they check the designated “Absent” station to obtain 
the work that was missed on the day of their return. Students have the amount of time they were 
absent to submit their work. For example, if students were absent one day, they receive the 
assignment and then have 24 hours to complete and submit it.  **Students need to make sure they 
write “Absent” on the work turned in so that they are not inadvertently penalized for a late 
submission. 
 

4. Tests and Quizzes  
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If a student is absent for a test/quiz they may be given an alternate version of the test/quiz in 
order to keep academic integrity of the assessment. 
 

 
5. Use of School Property  

Students are responsible for school property while it is in their possession. If something is 
damaged when a student receives the school property, he/she must report it immediately. Any 
school property that is damaged, the student/parents are responsible for repair/reparations. 
 
Grading Policy Assessments  

❖ Assessments (i.e. tests, quizzes, projects, essays) = 65% 
❖ Classwork & Participation = 10% 
❖ Homework = 25% 

 
Grading Scale 
A: 100-90  B: 80-89  C: 70 – 79  D: 60 – 69  F: 0-59 
 
Assignments should be turned in at the start of each class with the exception of student 
workbooks, which will be collected throughout each module/marking period and at the end of 
each unit. Due dates will be communicated in class. 
 
Late work will be accepted up to 3 days late with a 10% per day penalty (for example, if a 
student is one day late, the highest possible grade he or she can receive is a 90%, if they are 3 
days late, then the highest grade would be a 70%). After the 3rd day, students will receive a 
score of “zero” on the assignment.  
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**Please return this page and the next page to Mr. Kenney.  
 
I have received, read, and understand Mr. Kenney’s policies on the syllabus. Furthermore, I 
understand that the student is responsible for adhering to all the policies mentioned. 
 
Student Name (Print):___________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature_______________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Print):___________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________ Date: _____________ 
 
 
What is the best way to contact you during the school day if needed?  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will your child be getting home from school?  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are your child’s strengths? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

How would you like your child to grow academically and personally this year? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Please use the space below to share any other social or academic information that you believe I 

should know in order to help him/her grow this year. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________ 

 

Computer & Internet Access 

Does the student have computer access at home? (Please circle one) YES  NO 

Does the student have Internet access? (Please circle one) YES NO  

Does the student have a cell phone with Wi-Fi capability? YES NO 

 


