
St. Jerome School, grounded in Catholic tradition, believes each student is a child of God, and challenges each one to achieve 
academic excellence, to live the Gospel, and to serve others by making a positive contribution in the world.

Dates and Reminders 

Sunday, December 16 
THIRD Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday, December 18 
Christmas Program 2pm 
and 7pm, St. Jerome 
Church (All students 
required to attend, please.) 

Wednesday, December 19 
School Mass ~ Grade 4 

Vacation: 12/22-1/6 

Monday, January 7 
School Resumes! 

Thursday, January 10 
School Advisory 7pm 

January 22-25 Catholic 
Schools Week 

Sunday, January 27 
School Mass and Pancake 
Breakfast (We’ll need a lot 
of help/support from 
families.) 

Dear St. Jerome Families,    12/13/18 

As we come to the end of 2018 and close to the end of our first 
semester (on January 18) I’d like to share some things from the 
beginning of the year with you: 

1. NWEA Data The NWEA test allows us to measure growth 
in math, reading and language. It projects an amount of 
growth each student should make within one year. Our 
School Growth Percent Met is: 
  2016-17   2017-18 
 Math         56%  Math         54% 
 Reading    45%  Reading    63% 
 Language  59%                     Language  69% 

While our data is good, we want to see it become even better. 
Our school’s goal this year is to see 70% of our students meet 
their projected growth in reading. We chose to focus 1st on 
reading as we are receiving professional development in 
Language Arts and Literacy instruction. Your child’s teacher 
can share his/her “projected growth” with you so you know 
our target. 

2. Behavior Ticket System We piloted this system last year 
and are implementing it this year. The objective of the ticket 
system is to recognize times when students are showing 
PRIDE (Personal Best, Respect, Integrity, Determination, and 
Excellence) and ask them to stop/think/adjust when they 
are doing something they should not be doing. Our goal is to 
have learning environments that are safe, peaceful and 
humming with learning. To date our students have earned 
378 “Caught You Showing PRIDE” tickets and 114 Stop 
and Think tickets. Over 3 blue tickets are earned for every 
yellow ticket. I am pleased that our community is 
recognizing great behavior and that awesome behavior far 
exceeds challenging behaviors.  

During the Third Week of Advent we reflect on God’s deep 
and unwavering love for us. We await LOVE in the form of a 
baby. We strive to be that LOVE for one another. 
Peace to you this week,     



TUITION and Money 
It is worth mentioning again that our small Catholic school relies on four funding streams: 1. Tuition;   
2. Grants;  3. Private donations; and 4. St. Jerome Parish. These sources of money are how we pay our bills, 
buy materials, pay teachers, and make improvements to our school and program. 

Tuition: Every family at SJS pays tuition. The amount may differ 
depending upon tuition assistance. We appreciate the sacrifice and 
investment you make in your children’s futures by sending them to 
St. Jerome. 

Grants and Tuition Assistance: There are many foundations eager to 
support Catholic education like: Aim Higher, Catholic Community 
Foundation, the Catholic Services Appeal, and GHR Scholarships. 
They grant St. Jerome money toward tuition assistance and we award 
it as determined by TADS and conferences with parents. We grant 
more assistance than we have money in hand, therefore we rely on 
private donations, parish support and fundraisers like the Rake-a-
thon, Candy Sale, Annual Fund and others. 

Personally, I feel St. Jerome School does an excellent job educating your children on a very lean budget. That 
is why I heartfully ask you to keep your tuition commitment. If you are behind, please take steps to get 
caught up. Communicate with us. We want a Catholic education to be available for your family, and we 
need to pay the bills.                           

Christmas Concert 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 

2pm Matinee (school uniforms) 
6:45pm (dress your best) 

Meet in lower church 
7 pm Concert in Church 

And, now, on a Lighter Note… 
Our Teachers and Classes had a door decorating contest! See them all on Facebook. Here are a few!


