
St. Jerome School, grounded in Catholic tradition, believes each student is a child of God, and challenges each one to achieve 
academic excellence, to live the Gospel, and to serve others by making a positive contribution in the world.

Dates and Reminders 

Thursday, March 21 

Friday, March 22 
Stations of the Cross 2pm 

Coffee with Mrs. Gattman 
9:30-10:30 

Sunday, March 24 
School Information session 
at St. Casimir 1pm 

Wednesday, March 27 
School Mass ~ Grade 6 

Thursday, March 28 
School Play: King Arthur 
Dress Rehearsal 1:30pm 

Friday, March 29 
School Play 6:30pm 

Saturday, March 30 
School Play 
6:30pm 

Would anyone 
like to 
coordinate 
CONCESSIONS   
for the school play? 
secretary@stjeromeschool.
org 

Dear St. Jerome Families,    3/21/19 
I have been spending time looking into the VALUE of PreK-
Grade 8 education. It’s more than just a gut feeling! I’ll use my 
letter to share what I am learning. Why is it worthwhile to be in a 
school through 8th grade? Here’s what the research has to say: 

Curricular Benefits 
•Studies have found that 8th graders in PK-8 schools score  
higher than those in traditional middle school on standardized 
tests of achievement in reading, mathematics and science. 

•Attendance, dropout rates and student test scores are better for 
children attending PK-8 schools than for those in traditional 
middle schools. 

K-8s Are the Place Where Everybody Knows Your Name 

•Teachers in PK-8 settings are accustomed to teaming, planning 
together and working with the same group of students. Teachers 
are invested in their students beyond the one year they have 
them in class. They know their students and collaborate for each 
one. 

•Children in PK-8 schools are able to experience the comfort and 
stability of familiar surroundings and staff for an eight or nine-
year period. 

10-14 Year Old Children 

•Forces in today's society 
are pushing 10- to 14-year 
old children to grow up fast. 
Because they have fewer 
children in that age group, 
PK-8 schools are in a better 
position to remind children, 
parents and the entire 
community, that these are 
still children and should be 
treated as such. 
   



Mrs. Gattman’s Note (continued) 

Greater Parent Involvement, Leadership Skills 
and Higher Self Esteem 

•Parents are more likely to stay connected to and 
involved in PK-8 schools than in traditional middle 
schools - a factor that correlates highly with 
student success in school. Too frequently, parents 
disconnect when a child moves on after 5th grade. 

•PK-8 settings provide the ideal environment to 
begin fostering leadership in young adolescents. 
Older children serve in many capacities and 
undertake service projects, while younger kids 
have someone to look up to. 

•Students in the K-8 school show a higher self-
esteem and confidence and a healthier adolescent 
development.  

Sources: American Association of School 
Administrators (AASA); National School Boards 
Association (NSBA); Northwest Regional Educational 
Laboratory (NWREL); Deseret News (Marjorie Cortez); 
Philadelphia Education Fund (Keith Look) 

Let’s Celebrate Great News! 

• Aim Higher Foundation and Catholic 
Community Foundation have promised 
$30,000 for tuition assistance for SJS 
students for the 2019-20 school year! 

• Ms. McCarthy has a lovely piano donated 
by a kind couple who wanted it to have a 
long life in a classroom of children. 

• Sister Audrey’s order, School Sisters of 
Notre Dame, are donating $1000 to SJS to 
support our Eagle Bluff Trip. 

Let’s Celebrate Spring! 
https://kgmi.com/news/030030-10-songs-to-help-you-celebrate-spring/#/
questions   
Here are 10 songs to celebrate spring? Which are your favorites?           

Party with a Purpose! Portraits of St. Jerome 
April 27, 2019 

5:30 pm 
Call the school office to make your 

reservation.  
Advanced sale tickets: $30, at the door: $40 

https://kgmi.com/news/030030-10-songs-to-help-you-celebrate-spring/#/questions
https://kgmi.com/news/030030-10-songs-to-help-you-celebrate-spring/#/questions

